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DEPARTMENT OF




(404) 656-2668  FAX (404) 656-5976
November 14, 2005

MEMORANDUM

TO:

System Test Coordinators
ESOL and Title III Coordinators

FROM:
Sharron Hunt, Ph.D. 
Director of Testing 

SUBJECT:
Language Proficiency Testing

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise local school systems that beginning in February 2006 a new English language proficiency test will be administered, annually, to all English language learners (ELL) in Georgia. The test, called Accessing Comprehension and Communication in English State to State for English Language Learners (ACCESS for ELLs), will be administered rather than the English Language Development Assessment (ELDA) as originally planned. 
As you know, the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires that all states evaluate their K-12 ELL students using tests designed to measure both social and academic English. Given this mandate, new English proficiency assessments were developed by various consortia and private companies over the past three years. ACCESS for ELLs and the English language proficiency standards upon which it is based were developed by World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA), a multi-state consortium led by the state of Wisconsin, with technical assistance by the Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL). CAL is a leading research organization in the field of language, linguistics, and cultural learning. 
For Georgia, the advantages for administering the ACCESS for ELLs include: a test window that will extend from February13 - March 24, 2006; an administration time of 2.5 hours; a screening test for eligibility (beginning Fall 2006); training and technical support. 
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The ACCESS for ELLs will be used to determine the English language proficiency levels and progress of ELLs in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The ACCESS for ELLs has six main purposes: 
· to determine the English language proficiency level of students; 
· to provide districts with information that will help them evaluate the effectiveness of their ESOL programs;

· to provide information that enhances instruction and learning in programs for English language learners; 
· to assess annual English language proficiency gains using a standards-based assessment instrument;
· to provide data for meeting federal and state requirements with respect to student assessment.

The ACCESS for ELLs series spans five grade level clusters and six proficiency levels. The grade level clusters include: Kindergarten, Grades 1-2, Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8, and Grades 9-12. The tests will include the following domains (with estimated administration times):

· Speaking (individually-administered; teacher-scored; approximately 15 minutes)

· Listening (group administered; approximately 25 minutes)

· Reading (group administered; approximately 35 minutes)

· Writing (group administered; approximately 60 minutes)

ACCESS for ELLs is a tiered test. Tier selection must be made by a certified teacher based on professional judgment and the student’s prior Language Assessment Battery (LAB) results. This protocol will, of course, work best for teachers who have known their ELL students for the past several months. The teacher may use the attached chart to select the tier that most closely matches the teacher’s judgement of the student’s English proficiency level.
Results for ACCESS for ELLs will be reported in the four domains and proficiency reported in six levels. The six proficiency levels are: Entering (Level 1), Beginning (Level 2), Developing (Level 3), Expanding (Level 4), Bridging (Level 5) and Attained (Level 6).  There are three distinctive, yet overlapping, tiers for each grade level cluster except kindergarten. The kindergarten assessment is individually administered and covers all proficiency levels.
Tier A = proficiency levels 1-3
Tier B = proficiency levels 2-4
Tier C = proficiency levels 3-6
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Like all assessments in Georgia’s Student Assessment Program, ACCESS for ELLs is a secure test.  The teacher-administered Speaking domain for all grade levels will be scored by the teacher during the administration. Teachers administering the test to kindergarteners will record the students’ responses for the Listening and Reading domains, and scores for the Speaking domain in the student’s response booklet. The kindergarten student records his/her responses for the Writing domain in that same booklet. All test materials will be returned to the consortium’s vendor, MetriTech, Inc. The Georgia Department of Education has assumed the costs of this required assessment.

The Testing Division will be providing regional training on the administration of ACCESS for ELLs for System Test Coordinators and ESOL/Title III Coordinators. Regional training will be complemented by online training. The agenda and locations for these sessions are forthcoming under a separate cover. Detailed information on ACCESS for ELLs is available at the WIDA website http://www.wida.us.
We look forward to working with you on the implementation of ACCESS for ELLs in Georgia. The assessment of ELL proficiency is groundbreaking and has far reaching implications for instruction and policy. Should you have questions regarding ACCESS for ELLs and the assessment of ELL students in Georgia, please contact Deborah Houston in the Testing Division by phone, 404-657-0251 or by email at dhouston@doe.k12.ga.us.

SH/dmh

Enclosure
cc:
System Superintendents

Migrant Education Coordinators


Psychoeducational Program Directors


RESA Directors 


Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools


Ida Love, Ph.D., Deputy State Superintendent of Schools

Evelyne Barker, Ph.D.

Lynn Roberts


Elizabeth Webb
